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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) social and economic conditions of longan farmers in
Nam Van Sub-district, Chiangkham District, Phayao Province, 2) the longan orchard management,
3) the use of Trichoderma in the longan orchard, and 4) problems and suggestions of Trichoderma
usage from the farmers. The population was 75 farmers who participated in the Promotion of
Biopesticide Usage Project in 2012. The data were collected from all populations via interviewing
forms in term of quantitative data. Computer program was used to analyze the data using
statistical analysis expressed in frequency, percentage, standard deviation, maximum value,
minimum value, and mean. For the qualitative data, the data were collected using a focus group
and were analyzed via data interpretation. The results found that 1) the majority of famers was
male with the average age of 48.48 years old. Most of the farmers had educational level of
primary school. The farmers had averagely 3.61 family members, 2.52 labors, 4.31 rai for longan
cultivation, and 200,195.27 baht of incomes per year. More than half of the farmers were
members of Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Furthermore, 2) the majority of
farmers used chemical fertilizers and chemical pesticides in the longan orchards. Their irrigation
systems did not cover all of the area in longan orchards. 3) The findings also showed that almost
all of the farmers used Trichoderma in their orchard once per year during the highest fruit setting
period, and that farmers’ knowledge of how to use Trichoderma were at very good level. 4) Main
problems founded by farmers were involved with production factors, management, and
promotion of Trichoderma usage. Therefore, it was suggested that the public sector should
provide sources of Trichoderma and related knowledge continuously. In term of management, it
was suggested that the public sector should provide knowledge on reducing the production cost,
group resembling for production and marketing network, longan off-seasonal production, and

pruning technology for the longan trees so as to produce longan with better quality.

Keywords: Longan orchard management, Trichoderma, Phayao Province
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